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Choosing a program?
Wondering what being part of our LTER site
means for your experience?

Working with the Virginia Coast Reserve LTER site can...

...impact the quality of your research.

e As part of a collaborative long-term research program, your work is part
of a broader scope of inquiry, providing rich motivation for each
contributing research project.

* Leverage existing long-term data to address questions rarely tractable
during graduate degrees.

o An annual all scientist meeting fosters collaboration and scientific
synthesis. Learn from faculty, students, postdocs, and staff. Share
your work and gain feedback, inspiration, and collaborators.

...help you get oriented and access expertise and
infrastructure.

¢ Build upon decades of site-based knowledge.
o Leverage established data collection protocols and existing open-
access data sets (many ongoing).
o Benefit from integrated practices that foster inclusion and community
in the field.
e Connect with potential mentors and peers from adjacent fields of study
and collaborating institutions.
o Build a diverse dissertation or thesis committee.
o Gain wide-ranging skills and training needed for your research.
o Find guidance on both the explicit and hidden curricula of academia.
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...enhance your professional community and sense of
belonging.

e Connect with mentors and colleagues through a national network of sites
and researchers.
o Engage at all levels, from undergrad to senior faculty. Access a broader
source of informal mentors and colleagues with shared identity.
o Join communities of practice around data, outreach, and inclusion.
Benefit from support for cross-site (and other forms of) synthesis.
e Connect with and learn from outreach programming that uses evidence-
based approaches and builds upon site partnerships.
o Engage with the local community. See the impacts of your work beyond
academia. Work with experts at our project site, the national network,

and beyond.
Join a vibrant community.

Build lasting friendships while immersed in the unique culture of a rural coastal community. === LTER NETWORK
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